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Dover Quartet 
Joel Link, violin 
Bryan Lee, violin 
Milena Pajaro-van de Stadt, viola 
Camden Shaw, cello 

Hailed as “the next Guarneri Quartet” (Chicago Tribune) and “the young American string quartet of the 
moment,” (New Yorker), the Dover Quartet catapulted to international stardom in 2013, following a stunning 
sweep of all prizes at the Banff Competition and has since become one of the most in-demand ensembles in 
the world. In addition to its faculty role as the inaugural Penelope P. Watkins Ensemble in Residence at the 
Curtis Institute of Music, the Dover Quartet holds residencies with the Kennedy Center, Bienen School of 
Music at Northwestern University, Artosphere, the Amelia Island Chamber Music Festival, and Peoples’ 
Symphony Concerts in New York. Among the group’s honors are the Avery Fisher Career Grant, Chamber 
Music America’s Cleveland Quartet Award, and Lincoln Center’s Hunt Family Award. The Dover Quartet 
has also won top prizes at the Wigmore Hall International String Quartet Competition and the Fischoff 
Chamber Music Competition.  
 
In the 2020–21 season, the Dover Quartet debuts with Berkeley’s Cal Performances and New York’s 92nd 
Street Y, performs in venues in London and Copenhagen, and embarks on its first-ever tour of Latin 
America, which will be conducted using virtual technology. Upcoming tour performances include 
collaborations with the Escher Quartet, bass-baritone Davóne Tines, and harpist Bridget Kibbey. The 
quartet’s first volume of the complete Beethoven string quartet cycle, which focuses on the composer’s Op. 
18 quartets, is set to release from Cedille Records in September 2020.  
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The ensemble is recording the complete Beethoven string quartet cycle for Cedille Records. The label 
previously released the quartet’s Voices of Defiance: 1943, 1944, 1945 in October 2017; and an all-Mozart debut 
recording in the 2016–17 season, featuring the late Michael Tree, violist of the Guarneri Quartet. Voices of 
Defiance, which explores works written during World War II by Viktor Ullman, Dmitri Shostakovich, and 
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Simon Laks, was lauded upon its release as “undoubtedly one of the most compelling discs released this 
year,” (Wall Street Journal).  
 
The Dover Quartet draws from the lineage of the distinguished Guarneri, Cleveland, and Vermeer quartets. 
Its members studied at the Curtis Institute of Music and Rice University’s Shepherd School of Music, where 
they were mentored extensively by Shmuel Ashkenasi, James Dunham, Norman Fischer, Kenneth Goldsmith, 
Joseph Silverstein, Arnold Steinhardt, Michael Tree, and Peter Wiley. It was at Curtis that the Dover Quartet 
formed, and its name pays tribute to Dover Beach by fellow Curtis alumnus Samuel Barber.  
 
The Dover Quartet proudly endorses Thomastik-Infeld strings. 
 

DoverQuartet.com 
On Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube @DoverQuartet 
Curtis.edu/DoverQuartet 
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